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DESPRE ATUNCI SI
DESPRE ACUM

Pe 22 decembrie 1989 se sfarsea brusc nu doar regimul Cea-
usescu, ci si proiectul megaloman de distrugere si reconstru-
ire a oraselor romanesti. Dupa 30 de ani, memoria colectiva

a acestor transformari este din ce in ce mai slaba, in timp ce
agresiunile asupra oraselor continud, chiar daca intr-o maniera
complet diferita.

Uitarea uneori voluntara permite intensificarea unui discurs
revizionist, care justifica distrugerile brutale prin nevoia ,moder-
nizarii”, si care se aplica in mod programatic si demolarilor, si
constructiilor excesive actuale.

Tn aceste conditii, credem c& evocarile nostalgice sau strict
legate de reproducerea unor arhive si alte documente nu mai
sunt de ajuns. Intentionam prin proiectul propus aici sa facem
pasul catre o reconstituire simbolica si analitica a unui realitati
urbane eliminate.

Ne-am concentrat pe zona Uranus-Izvor, probabil cea mai
reprezentativa pentru marele proiect totalitar si pentru sterge-
rea unei bucati de oras. Dar vorbim si despre context si despre
probleme dezvoltarii urbane de azi. Cuvantul-cheie este co-pre-
zenta: contopirea realitatii actuale si a celei disparute. Nu e
vorba doar despre case, biserici, scoli, strazi si gradini, ci si des-
pre oameni si povestile lor.

CO-PRESENCE. SYMBOLIC IMAGE FOR BRINGING
TOGETHER.

Readucem simbolic inapoi o lume, prin modele 3D si fizice si
prin instalatii ce readuc in mod simbolic casele vechi in lumea
de azi.

Obiectivul esential nu consta doar in aducerea aminte, in oma-
giul adus celor care au suferit si care au luptat sau documentat,
ci si in promovarea unei dezvoltari urbane actuale mai echili-
brate si mai responsabile.

URANUS ACUM este un proiect despre istoria vie si despre spiri-
tul comunitar si despre legaturile uneori invizibile intre epoci ce
par radical opuse.

CONTINUT SI
ACTIVITATI

1

Realizam o documentare istorica si arhitecturald, ce va avea
ca rezultat o arhiva online despre zona Uranus-Izvor, adapos-
tita pe platforma e-zeppelin.ro. Arhiva este un proiect pe termen

lung ce va contine imagini si planuri de epoca si noi, interviuri
cu fostii locuitori sau cu martori ai evenimentelor, alte materi-
ale de cercetare. Printre altele, construim un model 3D al zonei:
un model dublu, si de fapt contopit, intre realitatea fizica anteri-
oara operatiunii lui Ceausescu si cea actuala.

2

O expozitie la Muzeul National de Arta Contemporana prezinta
o selectie din documentatia descrisa mai sus, insotita de inter-

viuri filmate, fragmente din constructiile demolate, obiecte pas-
trate de catre locuitori etc. Unul dintre elementele principale ale
expozitiei este 0 macheta concomitenta, un model fizic al celor

doua realitati.

3

Trei instalatii temporare sunt amplasate in spatiul public sau in
cel aferent unor institutii din zona. Reconstituim simbolic carti-
erul prin machete 1:1 ale unor case disparute. Pe cealalta parte
a acestui pliant, gasiti amplasamentele si alte detalii.

4

Expozitia va fi insotita de o masa rotunda, precum si de
evenimente dedicate copiilor (printr un parteneriat cu
De-a Arhitectura).

ABOUT THEN &
ABOUT TODAY

December 22,1989 marked not only the fall of the Ceausescu
regime, but also the end of his tabula rasa project for Roma-
nian cities. Thirty years on, the collective memory of these
destructions is fading away, while the aggression against

the cities continues, even in an opposite paradigm—that of
ultraliberal development.

Forgetting (sometimes voluntary) can intensify a revisionist dis-
course, which justifies those brutal demolitions by the need to
“modernize”. The same discourse then programmatically applies

to the destructions and excessive building we witness today.

Therefore we believe that nostalgic accounts or the display of
archives and other records as such are no longer enough. Our
project is meant to be a step towards a symbolic and analytical
re-enactment of an erased urban reality.

We concentrate on the almost completely destructed Uranus
neighborhood, the very place occupied by Ceausescu’s Palace
and a few other totalitarian buildings. But we also discuss the
context and the problems of today’s urban development. The
keyword is co-presence: overlaying today's reality on the erased
past one. The project not only depicts the memory of perished
houses, churches, schools, streets and gardens, but is also about
people and their stories.

Using 3D and physical models and installations, we aim to
symbolically bring back to life the demolished buildings into
today’s world.

The main goal of our project goes beyond remembering and
honouring those who suffered, resisted or documented this trag-
edy: it is also about promoting a more balanced and responsible
urban development in the present.

URANUS NOW is a project about the living history and commu-
nity spirit, about the sometimes invisible connections between
periods of history that might appear radically different.

CONTENTS &
ACTIVITIES

1

A historical and architectural research will result in an online
archive on e-zeppelin.ro about the Uranus-lzvor area. The
long-term project will include new and period photographs

and plans, interviews with former residents or witnesses of
the events. Among others, we realized a two-layer 3D model of
the area, superimposing the reality pre-existing Ceausescu’s
intervention on today'’s cityscape.

2

An exhibition at the National Museum of Contemporary Art
Bucharest shows a selection of the documentation described
above, as well as film interviews, fragments of the demolished
buildings, items kept by the residents, etc. One of the main ele-
ments is a two-layer physical model of the past reality superim-
posed on the present-day one.

3

Three temporary installations are mounted in the public space
and on the property of some institutions in the area. The 1:1
scale models of fragments of lost houses symbolically bring the
neighborhood back. You will find the locations and other details
on the other side of this leaflet.

4

The exhibition will be accompanied by a round table and events
for children (in partnership with De-a Arhitectura Association).

ARHIVA ONLINE, DATE DESPRE PROIECT Sl ECHIPA
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LOCURILE
URANUS ACUM

Instalatiile iau forma unor machete 1:1 realizate din materiale usoare. Acestea reconstituie
fragmente din constructiile demolate si se asaza exact in locurile pe care le ocupau inainte.
QR-code-urile de mai jos va indica pozitia instalatiilor. La fata locului, uitati-va dupa etichete ce
contin alte QR-code-uri, ce va dau accesul la alte informatii - imagini si planuri de arhiva, intervi-

urile cu locuitorii etc.

LOCUL 1 Expozitia interioard: MNAC, in Centrul de Documentare si Cercetare PLACE 1
a Culturii Vizuale Mihai Oroveanu

LOCUL 2 Casa din Str. Uranus 36. Instalatie in dreapta treptelor de intrare in MNAC PLACE 2

LOCUL 3 Blocul din Mihai Voda 55. Instalatie in Parcul lzvor PLACE 3

LOCUL4 Casa din Str. Ecoului 50. Instalatie in spatiul verde din fata Casei PLACE4

Academiei Romane (Calea 13 Septembrie)

Uranus se intoarce. Am adus expozitia si
am asezat trei instalatii in spatiul public,
pe teritoriul fostului cartier.

PLACES OF

with the inhabitants, etc.

URANUS NOW

The installations are 1:1 models made of lightweight materials. Reconstituted fragments of the
demolished constructions are placed exactly in the places they occupied before. The QR codes
further below show these positions. When you arrive there, please look for the labels that contain
other QR codes, that give you access to further information—archive plans and images, interviews

Uranus returns. We brought the exhibition
along and placed three life-size installations
on public ground, in the area the demolished
neighborhood once stood.

Interior exhibition, MNAC Bucharest, Mihai Oroveanu Centre for Documentation
and Research of Visual Culture, raised ground floor

House at 36, Uranus St. Installation right of the access stairs to the MNAC
Block of flats at 55, Mihai Voda St. Installation in Izvor Park

House at 50, Ecoului St. Installation in the green area in front of

the House of the Romanian Academy (13 Septembrie Road)

Casa din Str. Uranus 36
Instalatie in dreapta treptelor de intrare in MNAC

Strada Uranus trecea chiar prin portiunea de azi din Casa
Poporului in care se afld MNAC. In afard de forma in plan si de
regimul de Tnaltime, nu am gasit niciun fel de informatii pentru
aceasta casa. Cum nu am vrut sa inventam arhitectura si deco-
ratii vechi, am construit o fantoma - un fragment din silueta
tipica a unei case-vagon, insa cu pereti transparenti din sarma.

PLACE 2

House at 36, Uranus St.
Installation at the edge of the entrance steps to the MNAC

Uranus Street went right through what is today the seg-
ment of the palace that houses the MNAC Bucharest. Besides
the shape of the plan and the fact that it was a single-sto-

rey building, we know nothing about this house. We did not
want to fake old architecture and ornaments, we built a phan-
tom—a fragment of a typical Bucharest house silhouette, yet
with transparent wireframe walls.

Blocul din Str. Mihai Voda 55, demolat in 1983
Instalatie in Parcul lzvor

in acest bloc si-a petrecut copiléria si adolescenta Crenguta
Rosu (n. Campian).

,Era o casa foarte bunuta, foarte bunuta, in spirit bun, asa...”

Tn vara anului 1983, in timp ce era student in anul al doilea la
Politehnica, familia a fost notificata sa elibereze locuinta in trei
zile. Era in plina sesiune, astfel ca tatal a putut sa negocieze (in
mod exceptional) amanarea evacuarii cu exact doua saptamani.
Mutarea s-a petrecut intr-o singura zi.

FOTO

PLACKE 3

The block of flats at 55, Mihai Voda St., demolished in 1983
Installation in Izvor Park

Arhiva Crenguta Rosu

Crenguta Rosu (née Campian) spent her childhood and adoles-
cence in this building.

“It was a good, good house, lovely in spirit too.”

In the summer of 1983, during her 2nd year in Polytechnic Uni-
versity, the family was notified to leave the residence in three
days’ time. Because she was right in the middle of exam period,
her father managed to negotiate the postponement by pre-
cisely two weeks. They moved out in a single day.

PHOTO Crenguta Rosu Archive
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LOCUL4
Casa din Str. Ecoului 50, demolata in 1984

Instalatie in spatiul verde din fata cladirii Academiei Roméane
(Calea 13 Septembrie)

Alici au locuit Dumitru Belu si Rodica Scafes.

,Am stat acolo si cunosc toata strada - casa de casa, numar cu

numar, nume cu nume.” (D.B.)

Rodica Scafes isi aminteste de gradina generoasa a casei, de
bunica odihnindu-se in sezlong in timp ce matusa canta la pia-
ninad sau de saniile inghesuite iarna pe strada in panta.

FOTO

PLACE 4

House at 50, Ecoului St., demolished in 1984
Installation in the green area in front of the Romanian
Academy Building (13 Septembrie Road)

Arhiva Rodica Scafes

Dumitru Belu and Rodica Scafes both lived here.

“| lived there and | know the whole street: house after house,

name after name.” (D.B.)

Rodica Scafes remembers the lovely garden, her granny rest-
ing in the rocking-chair while her aunt played the upright piano
or the sledges crammed din the sloped street.

PHOTO Rodica Scafes Archive



